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From the architect’s drawing board

PITCH PERFECT

The diagrams above and below show how the steadings and the new addition fit together around a shared courtyard.

The as-yet-unbuilt steading, on the first leg of the U, will be a mirror image of the one the Robb family are now living in.

The clients and the architect were keen to recycle and reuse as much of the building materials as possible. All the timber -

green oak, douglas firand larch - was sourced, milled and finished locally. Local stonemasons reworked the granite fenestrations
and a local blacksmith cut, folded and pressed the steel cladding, which has been treated so that it will weather without rusting.
These cladding sheets, and the steel frame, were fabricated by Ferguson Shipbuilders (see page 158 for more). »
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The first part of the development to emerge was Skye
Steading, which Gavin and Angelique project-managed from
a caravan on the site during an almost three-year build.

It is essentially comprised of two elements, a renovated
steading and a new-build element. The stone and slates of the
original building were removed, numbered and reinstated.
An exterior glazed ‘wall’ element was added, which allows
the warmth of the sunlight to filter through to the main
circulation corridor. The steading now houses three family
bedrooms, a bathroom and an office. Its existing $mall
window openings create a secluded feeling.

“To contrast with this, we wanted a lot of

zing and large
open spaces in the new-build section,” says Angelique. This
has been achieved in the one-and-a-half-storey steel-clad
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wedge-shaped structure, which has an open-plan kitchen,
dining and living area, with a large lounge space above.
“Corten stecl is part of our heritage in Scotland, and is central
10 traditional agricultural buildings and industries such as
shipbuilding,” explains Andy. “Its wonderful deep oxidised
colour blends beau

lly into the rustic backdrop.”

The Robbs agree. “We love the look of the Corten steel,”
says Gavin, who, together with a local blacksmith, took on
the task of installing the cladding, such was the shortage of
skilled specialists. “It really shows off how solid the build is,
and it improves with age. It actually has a very muted look
that can be mistaken for timber when seen from a distance.”

One planning snag was that the new-build section couldn’t
exceed the height of the existing building. “We wanted it to
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be two storeys high but that wasn't allowed,” says Gavin, “So

we had to sink the triangle of the new-build clement.” This

partial submersion into the site has turned out well — the

house is now able to duck the harsh north-easterly winds.
In addition to the granite and the steel cladding, “hones

good quality materials” were central to the project. “In
creating the skeleton for the new-build parts, four portal
frames were created from a combination of steel and wood,”

s

Andy. “The wood, European green oak, was married to

stainless steel via exp:

ssed slip connections that allowed for

shrinkage. The oak gave us strength and durability and the
stainless steel dealt with anticipated tannin corrosion and
staining problems”

“We started off with all oak framing in mind,” adds Gavin,
“but if we had gone for an entire green oak frame it would
have cost us an additional £40,000. Now I couldn’t imagine
just having the oak frame — it wouldn't be contemporary
enough for us. We love the industrial design aesthetic created
by the oak and th

Completing the “honest, good quality materials” picture
internally, thick polished concrete floors store warmth from

el

the underfloor heating — powered by a ground-source »
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heat pump. Sheep's-wool insulation and a sedum roof create
an environment that is “one step away from Passive House

standards”, says Gavin,

“The house is always the perfect temperature. The only
way you feel cold is if you're coming down with the cold...
it'll be your own internal thermostat,” adds Angelique.

The Robbs have also embraced large-scale recycling to
create top-quality interior finishes. These include saving
from landfill a whole gym’s worth of solid Canadian maple
flooring, which has been laid in the upper-level lounge, and
me old school buildings that
berd

solid granite steps, both froi

were being demolished i

en.

“Our main aim was to have a low-maintenance house,” s:

Gavin. “But thanks to the interior finishes and the

tems
we'v

stalled, such as the strong, waterproof Polyurea roof

membrane, the p.
steel cladding (whi

e heating, and particularly the Corten

h we will never have to replace), we've

actually ended up with a zero-maintenance house.” »

[Left]) The steading accommodates three bedrooms, a bathroom
and an office. The small windows in this part of the building have
been retained to give a secluded feel. [Above] The wetroom has

aDuravit sinkand Vitra toilet, all from Victor Paris, with Altro

flooring supplied by Veltchi

FROM SHIP TO SHORE

“The structural frame was made in a close collaboration with
Ferguson Marine Engineering Ltd," says Andy McAvoy. “I'm
keen on using hand-crafted materials, and they were looking
todiversify to keep their yard open. We needed bespoke portal
frames, each of which required different kinds of connection
points to receive the floors, walls and roof. Green oak, whose
inherent tanolithic acid can eat mild steel, was to be fitted,

5o marine-grade stainless steel would be required in places.
Traditional metal shops used to doing buildings had said, No
thanks - too complicated!' Ferguson said, “Och, we do that

all the time on ships!” They reviewed the spec, advised on
materials and fixings, and offered advice on easier manufacture.
Then they built the frame in Port Glasgow and erected it here.
The process was seamless, and the local farmers were dumb-
founded. May cross-industry companies like them prosper.”
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124 ROUND THE BEND A curved garden wall was
the starting point for this Aberdeen masterpiece
134 ISLAND RETREAT Madern and traditional merge
inside and out at this mill house extension
142 GREEN SCENE Shortlisted for a prestigious award,

this house has simplicity at its core
‘ — 1l 150 SHIPTO SHORE Marine technology was a key
—

component to this striking rural renovation

031

6 HOMES&INTERORS SCOTLAND Commandonpoge s >





image3.jpeg
i DETAILS
iy, \\‘ d What A renovated steading with

B 2 new Corten steel-clad addition
Where Rural Aberdeenshire
Architect Andy McAvoy,
Assemble Architecture,
andrewmacavoy.co.uk
Build cost £400,000
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ORANGE IS THE
NEW BLACK

This dramatic structure in the Aberdeenshire countryside has married
cutting-edge marine-engineering technology with time-honoured
stone masonry to create a family home that is rewriting the rule book

Words Caroline Ednie Fi

151
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joors open to the courtyard; the open-plan

kitchen, dining and living area in the ground floor of the new section, with the steel-and-oak frame clearly visible. Stephen Campbell, of local firm
Campbell & Macintosh, did all the work — joinery, granite work, fitting windows, erecting the steel frame, and fitting the kitchen and bathroom

uilding your own house takes a huge
amount of effort and commitment.
For Gavin and Angelique Robb,
you can multiply that by ten. Their
herculean efforts to transform “some
old cowsheds” in rural Aberdeenshire
have already spanned a decade, and
they're not finished yet. With Skye

Steading, their new family home
which combines traditional granite farm buildings with a
new double-height Corten steel-clad agri-industrial wedge,

the couple are in the process of planning the next phase of

the development: the construction of a ‘mirror image’ house.

Their journey began when they purchased a group of semi-
derelict farm buildings, complete with asbestos roof and
old milking facility. “We were living in a flat in the centre
of Aberdeen and had never talked about moving or buying
anywhere,” says Angelique, who relocated to Aberdeen from
Louisiana to work as a drilling engineer in the oil industry.
“But leafing through a free local newspaper, I spotted a plot

for sale with planning permission and almost an acre of land.
S0 we visited the site and were so excited by what we saw.
In our initial enthusiasm we considered building the house

ourselves. Now I say to myself: ‘What were we thinking?’ The

only building I'd done at that point was putting a deck in my
back garden when I lived in Houston!”

She and Gavin, who also works in the oil industry, enlisted

the expertise of architect Andy McAvoy of C
Assemble Archit
tions. “On that first site visit, my default position was to steer

asgow-based
ture. He admits to a few initial reserva-

a young family away from this type of undertaking. The
¢ had many i

s

ues — tricky topography, large amounts of
awkward demolition, 150 years of adaptations to the existing
building - and the drainage and infrastructure needed to be
dealt with up front to make the site accessible and workable,”
he says. “But Gavin and Angelique were unfazed when 1
brought up all these issues.”

After studying 19th-century maps of the original steading
buildings, Andy convinced the couple to follow the original
U-shaped arrangement. He also prepared a feasibility report
on building two houses rather than one, sharing an entrance
courtyard but having private aspects and gardens. It meant
the infrastructure cost could be split over two properties,
something the planning department would have to agree to
(which, in the event, it did). As well as the two houses, his

plans included a separate commercial space and workshop

and an extensive garden with polytunnels and growing space:

for Angelique’s landscape and garden design business.  »
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