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BEHIND CLOSED DOORS

Scotland’s hidden treasures

ABOVE Decking has been installed so artists can make the most of lochside views
RIGHT The pods were originally designed by Andy McAvoy of Blast Architects to fit
in with the rugged Taransay landscape and to be easily removed after a year on site

COVE PARK

Tucked away high above Loch Long, a secret haven has
been created where selected artists are invited to come
and escape the stresses of daily life. The innovative ‘pods’
from the BBC's ill-fated reality show Castaway make the
perfect accommodation for their rural retreat
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N estled in a hillside high above Loch Long, Cove
Park and its idyllic surroundings provides a
haven for creative artists from all over the world. It's
the brainchild of Peter and Eileen Jacobs who travelled
throughout the United States in the 199os where they
saw similar set-ups which offered artists the chance
to escape the stresses of daily life. Towards the end
of 1999, they found the site at Cove Park which had
been used by the MOD and latterly by the local
council as a conservation park. Although the building,
which had been a café, was not ideal, Julian Forrester,
the programme advisor at Cove Park, says the location
—itis close to Glasgow but feels a long way off — was
a strong draw.

To begin with, the Jacobs accommodated artists in
their own home at the bottom of the hill from Cove
Park. Then in 2000, after they acquired the site, they
snapped up two of the ‘pods’ used on the BBC reality
show Castaway, filmed on the island of Taransay. “As
Cove Park is a charity we were looking for affordable
accommodation as well as a place that attracts people
to come and stay,” says Julian. “We wanted to provide
a physical surrounding to inspire the artists,
something that fitted in with the area and wasn’t a
hotel. Anything that would make them not say, ‘We
might as well have stayed at home.”

The oak pods with their curved, grass-covered
roofs blend in perfectly with the natural landscape and
boast stunning views across the Loch. With the
nuclear bases at Coulport and Faslane nearby there
isalso a slightly edgy atmosphere as submarines and
nuclear vessels cruise up and down the loch. Julian
says this aspect has also provided inspiration for many
of the artists that visit Cove Park.

“Coulport often appears in artists’ work which is
interesting as it’s sometimes hard to reconcile
nuclear weapons and submarines with the
landscape,” he says. “Because the land has largely been
neglected and not cultivated it has wonderful wild
flowers including white daisies, wild bluebells and
rare orchids. It’s completely unspolit which makes
itneutral which is importantin terms of creating an
atmosphere for artists who may only have a week or
two to get used to the surroundings.”

Artists across all disciplines can apply to stay at Cove
Park for periods ranging from a week to three
months. The charity raises money through trusts to
finance the scheme and also invites artists to
collaborate on a specific project, although there is »





image4.jpeg
BEHIND CLOSED DOORS

OPPOSITE (top to bottom) The pods are designed with large windows to maximise solar gain; the interiors
have been fitted out by Habitat; the oak-finished exteriors blend in perfectly with the surroundings

BELOW The cubes are freight containers that have been converted into accommodation by London-based

Urban Space Management.The windows and doors are removable to make the most of good weather
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ABOVE LEFT The
cubes have views
over a duck pond,
an ideal source

of inspiration
ABOVE RIGHT The
pods'arches can
be dismantled for
flat packing
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never any pressure for people to create something as
an end result. As part of the Cove Park experience,
the Jacobs often hold special dinners where artists not
only get to meet their peers, but also influential
people in their own disciplines. These dinners take
place in the main building, which was the former café
of the conservation centre. As an ironic nod to its
previous existence, the words ‘conversation park’ are
still written on the wall above the reception area.

At the moment, Cove Park can accommodate
seven people at a time, two in each of the pods and
three in the container accommodation — or the
‘cubes’ as they’re called. These are made by Urban
Space Management in London which specialises in
making cheap, affordable buildings out of freight
containers. Julian says they bought six containers to
make three accommodation units with windows
and doors than can come off or be left open.

The three cubes have balconies that open right up
onto a pond complete with ducks. This is another
source of inspiration. Hungarian writer Andrés
Forgich is staying for three months in one of the
cubes, and has photographed a fox stalking the
ducklings. Choreographer/director Angus Balbirnie
and dancer/choreographer Skye Reynolds are also
staying for a week when Homes & Interiors Scotland
visits. Skye can’t quite believe she has been given such
an amazing opportunity. “When the phone rang it was
like getting a call from a fairy godmother,” she says.
“Notonly did I getto go to the ball, but they were going
to pay for the dress too.”

Angus and Skye are staying in one of the pods, both
of which have been completely kitted out as a result
of a sponsorship deal with Habitat. The pods were

designed for Castaway by Andy McAvoy, of Blast
Architects which specialises in environmentally-
friendly, low-visual-impact dwellings. His brief was
to design accommodation that would not only blend
in with the landscape of Taransay but could also be
removed after a year in situ. “The design of the pods
was in direct response to the landscape of Harris,
which is semi-mountainous with rolling hills by
the sea,” says Andy. “People had to identify with them
easily and they also had to provide basic notions of
shelter and warmth in a harsh environment.”
Andy used green oak from Argyll for the primary
frames, as these are trees with an inherent curvature.
These made up the arches which can be broken
down into four pieces to enable the house to be flat
packed and used elsewhere. The structures may look
simple, but Andy says they are quite complex to take
down and reassemble. There is underfloor heating,
and the buildings have been designed to maximise
solar gain. They are much cheaper than bungalows
and have the ability to “fall back to earth” as there is
very little toxic material used in the construction.
Julian is delighted with the pods and the cubes
which he says have definitely helped create a special
atmosphere at Cove Park — and this unique atmos-
phere has undoubtedly contributed to the success of
the charity. And as Cove Park’s impressive reputation
spreads, there are plans to acquire three more cubes
to accommodate a further three artists on the site and
to introduce a Cove Park commission where aleading
national or international visual artist will be asked to
produce a major work for the site. m
Cove Park, Peaton Hill, Cove, Argyll and Bute,
01436 850123, www.covepark.org








